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After these
works, Strauss
did not compose
for piano solo
again, giving
way to the
orchestra as his
main instrument.

Heidebild (In the Heath) describes the desertic
environment of a swamp, with its brambles
and dead bushes. We are now outside of the
forest, in a desolate landscape represented by
static fifths, lifeless. The tinkling character of
a kind of firefly in the high register contrasts
with funeral waves in the central register. The
piece concludes with a sudden waterfall and
the vision of the fireflies disappearing, while
again we hear the initial fifths, this time in the
distance, closing the whole cycle.

As in the Sonata in B minor, op. 5 or in
Klavierstiucke, op. 3, it becomes also evident
in Stimmungsbilder, op. 9 that sometimes the
composer had more of an orchestral sound
in mind rather than a pianistic one, which
is actually a very inspiring stimulus when
performing these works. On the other hand, it
is my impression that this last Opus should be
played freely and spontaneously, since just the
simple metric execution of some passages -in
An einsamer Quelle or in Intermezzo- can be
too constrained, far from the free character of
these compositions.

After these works, Strauss did not compose
for piano solo again, giving way to the
orchestra as his main instrument. With no
pretensions and a few resources, these early
and charming pieces show a little known
facet of the Bavarian genius, some of them
anticipating certain traits yet to appear later,
heightened by the imagination and creative
force of his youth.
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Alex Alguacil has been recently acknowledged as “a pianist who enters
his interpretative maturity” -Scherzo Magazine-. A musician with
considerable international exposure, his performances have taken him
to important venues in the United States and Japan. He is praised by the
critics as “a sensitive pianist, with a sharp musical sense” -€l Pais- and
an “intelligent musician, with a high-quality talent” -La Vanqguardia-. On
his orchestra-début in Spain, he was described as a “brilliant pianist” -El
Pais- and his presentation recital at Carnegie Hall in New York in 2008
was identified as “one of the most outstanding recitals of the season”
-New York Concert Review Magazine-.

Alex Alguacilis a guest artist at leading festivals as well as soloist with main
orchestras in Spain. He first performed as a soloist with an orchestra in
Barcelona’s Palau de la Musica, in 2003, playing Shostakovich's First Piano
Concerto with the Orquestra Simfonica del Valles. Alicia de Larrocha, who
attended this concert, was impressed with his performance and agreed
to advise the young pianist in his future career, thereby establishing an
artistic relationship which would last for a number of years and which
would provide him with the opportunity to work in depth on the repertory
of Spanish and Catalan composers.

His recordings have been widely praised by critics and audiences. His
album dedicated to the music of Sergey Prokofiev received a number
of enthusiastic reviews, which praised it as “fully appealing, thrilling
rhythmically and with a savage touch in Prokofiev’s 6" Sonata” as well as
showing “an exquisite interpretation of the Visions Fugitives” —-Scherzo
Magazine-. Similarly, his CD, The complete piano works of Salvador Brotons,
was described as “a real discovery for those who love music full of spirit
and truth” -Andrés Ruiz Tarazona (el arte de la fuga)-.

Alex Alguacil has been invited to give Master classes at Universities
such as the Columbia College in Chicago and the Tokyo College of Music
in Japan, and he is reqularly invited to Conservatories in Catalonia and
Spain. He is currently a piano professor at the Conservatori Superior de
Musica del Liceu in Barcelona.
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